
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Festival of Wonder 2015 - The poster has been released 

 
Festival of Wonders poster motif is from our site-specific performance, "A Poetic Meeting in the 
Moonlight”. 
The protagonist is an impressive 8 meter high giant puppet manipulated by nine puppeteers. 
The project is a collaboration between Petr Forman, artistic director of Plzen, European City of Culture in 
2015 and Festival of Wonder. 
The puppet was presented at the opening of Plzen 2015 and is now on its way to Silkeborg. 

 
 
 

 
Petr Forman writes: 



The Giant Puppet will fly from Plzen to Silkeborg 
By Petr Forman 
Artistic Director, Pilsen, European City of Culture 2015 

 
On the 17 January the city of Plzen in The Czech Republic became the European Capital of Culture for the 
year 2015. Thousands of people gathered that evening in the middle of the historical city in order to share 
the glorious moment under the windows of The Cathedral of St. Bartholomew. This evening four new 
cathedral bells were heard in one unique symphony for the first time after seventy years of silence.  
 
Their voice announced the people all around the city and in the entire region that the city of Plzen invites 
Europe to join in various cultural experiences. This message spread across the Czech borders, and chimed 
the bells in several other European cities.  
 
The strength of the moment and the voice of the bells woke up the giant iron knight, who guarded the city 
of Plzen both in bad and good times of its history.  
 
The knight dropped the robe and turned himself into an Angel who flew over the crowded square deprived 
of his iron grip, and announced the time of opening the city gates to all the befriended countries of Europe 
in order to share their cultural heritage.  
The Angel was reborn to give hope to all who believe in the powers of art, and believe that the world of art 
will open the city gates for ever. 
 
On 2 November the Angel will fly towards the north, to the city of Silkeborg in the Danish Kingdom. 
Together with other Eastern Jutland cities Silkeborg will be part of the European Cultural Capital 2017. 
On this very first long journey the Angel will convey his message to Silkeborg that has for many years 
already honoured the world of phantasy and puppets.  
 
The Angel will fly to Silkeborg where people always believed that imagination is capable of awakening in 
both adults and children the sense for wonderment, playfulness, and the faith that even the seemingly 
dead and motionless things may, with a little bit of that faith, come to life, and tell us stories about 
ourselves, our wishes, dreams, and needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking forward to welcoming you in Silkeborg 
Ulla Dengsøe 
Artistic Director 
Festival of Wonder 

http://www.festivalofwonder.dk/

